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the army till May. Indeed Monk was the only pro-
fessional soldier on the staff* at the time the manoeuvre
was projected. But if Cromwell was no professional
soldier he had the military instinct too highly developed
not to know his own shortcomings, and to appreciate
at its full value the consummate technical knowledge
of his new adviser. The few words that fell blunt and
sure from the taciturn soldier of fortune had more
weight in the Council of War than all the rest together.
At any rate we may be sure the movement was the
result of Cromwell's and Monk's reconnaissance of
Leslie's position at Stirling in September, and that it
was worked out by Monk on his return to Edinburgh.
For in November a requisition went up to the Council
of State for the flotilla of flat-bottomed boats which the
contemplated operation required.

It was known at the English headquarters that there
was a party about the King who were urging an advance
into England. The plan had much to recommend it,
and Cromwell determined to spoil it by forcing Leslie's
hand. A footing was to be secured upon the opposite
side of the Forth, and a blow threatened upon Perth.
If Leslie attempted to quit his intrenchments to parry
it he was to be attacked in his true front, and compelled
to reoccupy his position. The English army was then to
be thrown suddenly across the Forth, and a dash on Perth
developed before he could move again. Thus the Tor-
wood position would be turned, Stirling taken in reverse,
and no way would remain of loosing Cromwell's new hold
except to attack him on his own ground, or by advancing
into England to compel him to follow. In either case the
victory was almost a certainty for the Commonwealth.eral's hands, In view of
